Timeline 1 Cause and Effect Contextualizing Women in Architecture by Symposium Organizers
1933
Frances Perkins is appointed as 
U.S. Secretary of Labor, becoming 




Margaret Sanger opens the first 
family planning and birth control 
clinic in the U.S. At the time, 
distributing contraceptives was 
illegal and Sanger was arrested.
1912
Juliette Gordon Low founds 
Girl Scouts of America two years 
after the Boy Scouts of America 
were founded.
1913
“The Armory Show” opens in New 
York City, introducing modern art 
to the American public. About 
1/5th of the artists exhibited were 
women.
1919
The first woman is admitted 
to a Chinese university, Peking 
University.
1914 - 1918
Women enter the workforce as nurses, 
marines, factory workers, reform workers in 
World War I, gaining support for women’s 
suffrage and the 19th amendment.
1919
Julia Morgan designs the Heart Castle in California.
1910
50% of architecture schools still deny 
entrance to women. 
1918
Marcia Mead and Anna Schenck found one of the first female-owned 
architecture firms, Schenck + Mead in New York City. The firm designed 
the Connecticut Development, on the National Historic Register.
1912
Jeanette Rankin becomes the first 




The San Francisco earthquake 
destroys over 80% of the city.
1908
Muller v. Oregon justifies both 
sex discrimination and labor 
laws in the state. The ruling set a 
precedent to use sex differences 
as a basis for separate legislation, 
supporting the idea that the family 
has priority over women’s rights 
as workers.
1903
Marie Curie wins the Nobel Prize 
in Physics for her research on 
radioactivity. In 1911, she wins a 
second Nobel Prize in Chemistry.
1908
Ford introduces the Model T car, 
the first affordable motor vehicle, 
revolutionizing transportation.
1900
Women begin competing in the 
Olympic Games in tennis and 
golf, four years after modern-day 
Olympics began.
1908
Freud coins the term “penis envy” to 
describe the reaction of a girl during her 
psychosexual development to the realization 
that she doesn’t have a penis.
1919
Hannah Hoch creates “Cut 
with the Kitchen Knife through 
the Beer-Belly of the Weimar 
Republic.” Hoch, a German DADA 
artist, was the originator of the 
medium of photomontage.
1890
The National American Women 
Suffrage Association is founded, 
led by Susan B. Anthony.
1896
Plessy v. Ferguson establishes 
the consitutionality of racial 
segregation in public areas under 
the doctrine of “separate but 
equal.”
1895
“The Execution of Mary Stuart” is 
produced by Thomas Edison, the 
first film in history using trained 
actors. The movie depicted the 
execution of Mary, Queen of Scots.
1890
The work of Emily Dickinson, 
a prolific American poet, is 
published for public consumption, 
even though Dickinson died four 
years earlier.
1896
Mary Church Terrell and 
Josephine St. Pierre Ruffin 
form the National Association of 
Colored Women.
1894
Alice Hands and Mary Gannon form the first female 
architectural partnership, taking head-on issues of 
social housing and social justice for women.
1894
Julia Morgan becomes the first female graduate of the École des Beaux-
Arts and later becomes the first female licensed architect in California. 
She goes on to design over 700 buildings in her lifetime.
1898
Ethel Charles becomes the first woman to graduate from the Royal 
Institute of British Architects, but is still denied entrance to the 
Architectural Association and the Bartlett School of Architecture.
1884
Belva Lockwood becomes the first 
woman allowed to practice law 
before the U.S Supreme Court.
1889
Jane Addams founds the Hull 
House, where university women 
provided social and educational 
opportunities for working class 
European immigrants.
1884
Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn by Mark Twain is published, 
igniting much controversy and 
popularity in its satire of racial 
stereotypes.
1881
The first modern, successful 
Caesarean section is performed in 
Germany.
1881
Nurse Clara Barton founds the 
American Red Cross.
1885
Good Housekeeping Magazine 
begins publication.
1887
Coca-Cola is created, beginning a long 
history of advertising which has greatly 
influenced the body image of women and 
their role in society.
1888
Louise Blanchard Bethune becomes the 
first woman to hold an AIA membership.
1870
The 15th Amendment is ratified, giving 
African-Americans the right to vote.
1873
The Custody of Infants Act in 
Great Britain grants women 
custody in the case of a divorce.
1875
Jim Crow Laws are enacted 
in Tennessee, beginning the 
“separate but equal” classification 
of the African-American minority. 
*See 1896
1874
The Eads Bridge opens to cars 
and trains crossing the Mississippi 
River, connecting Central St. Louis 
to East St. Louis.
1871
Women are first admitted to architecture programs in the 
United States. The first universities are Cornell, Syracuse and 
University of Illinois.
1920
The 19th Amendment is ratified, 
giving women the right to vote.
1920
The 18th Amendment is ratified, 
establishing prohibition in the U.S. Many 
women (especially the Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union) supported and fought 
for the ban.
1923
Equal Rights Amendment, written 
by Alice Paul, is first introduced to 
the Senate.
1925
Nellie Tayloe Ross becomes 
the first woman to be elected 
governor in the U.S. as Governor 
of Wyoming.
1929
The Stock Market Crash begins in October 
and plumets the country into the Great 
Depression for years to follow.
1921
Edith Wharton becomes the first 
woman to win a Pulitzer Prize, for 
The Age of Innocence.
1929
The Museum of Modern Art opens 
in New York City.
1928
Charlotte Perriand, architect and industrial designer, begins working for 
Le Corbusier. Some of her most acclaimed work includes 3 tubular steel 
chairs (1928) and the prototype kitchen for Le Corbusier’s 
Unité d’Habitation (1950). 
1933
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal is 
enacted, and First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt 
fights to keep women’s economic and social 
rights in its scope. 
1932
Amelia Earhart flies solo across 
the Atlantic Ocean.
1860
Abraham Lincoln is elected president, 
introducing First Lady Mary Todd Lincoln to 
the White House, who staunchly supported 
her husband’s presidency and largely 
redecorated the White House. 
1865
Elizabeth Garrett Anderson 
qualifies as the first licensed 
doctor in the UK and sets up her 
own practice, where women could 
seek medical advice from solely 
female practitioners.
1860
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan 
B. Anthony found the National 
Women Suffrage Association and 
petition for women and African-
American’s equal rights.
1861
The first universities open to 
women in Denmark.
1868
The first architecture department in the U.S. 
opens at MIT with four students.
1933
Ellen Woodward is appointed as 
director of women’s relief work 
in the Federal Emergency Relief 
Association, the first major New 
Deal relief program.
1933
Eleanor Roosevelt hosts the 
“White House Conference on the 
Emergency Needs of Women” 
to focus on unemployed women 
during the Depression.
1934
The Dust Bowl in the Great Plains forces the largest 
migration of families in U.S. history in only a decade. 
1935
The Social Security Act is signed into law.
1936
The Works Project Administration 
extends many employment 
benefits to women.
1933
Georgia O’Keeffe, an early 
modernist painter, depicts close-
up images of the natural world. 
1970s feminists celebrated 
O’Keeffe as the originator of 
“female iconography.”
1935
Jane Addams, President of the 
Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom, wins the 
Nobel Peace Prize.
1930
Marianne Brandt creates household industrial objects that were 
the precursor of modern industrial design. Her photographic work 
documented the Bauhaus before its Nazi-era decline.
1934
Catherine Bauer Wurster dramatically changes social 
housing and policy during the depression with her 
acclaimed book Modern Housing.
1927
Eileen Gray, architect and designer, creates the 
Adjustable Table and Bibendium Chair.
1927
Anna Keichline, an American architect, designs 
and patents the K-brick.
1903
The National Women’s Trade 
Union League is established to 
advocate for improved wages and 
working conditions for women.
1878
Mary L. Page becomes the first woman in the U.S. to earn a 
degree in architecture, from the University of Illinois.
1861 - 1865
While men left for battle in the Civil War, 
women were brought into the public sphere, 
where they played a significant role in the 
war’s homefront.
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1880
Fay Kellogg designs the Women’s Hospital in Brooklyn, founded by 
women physicians who had been refused positions in existing hospitals. 
Kellogg also played a large role in opening up the École des Beaux-Arts 
to women.
1903
Mary Anderson designs and 
patents the windshield wiper 
blade, changing the American 
automobile industry.
1908
Equality League of Self-Supporting 
Women of New York City is founded.
1915
Female architecture students at Washington University in St. Louis 
form the first women in architecture organization, called 
La Confrerie Alongie. 
1869
Harriet Beecher Stowe and 
Katherine Beecher write The 
American Woman’s Home, 
teaching women basic skills on 
running a household.
1895
Marion Mahony Griffin, one of the first licensed female architects and a 
member of the Prairie School, begins working for Frank Lloyd Wright as 
his first employee. She is largely uncredited for her watercolor drawings, 
which are associated with Wright’s work today. 
1872
Impressionist artist Edgar Degas 
begins painting ballerinas, a 
subject he uses throughout more 
than half of his works.
1884
The Women’s Christian Temperance Union is 
founded, holding traditional values including 
the vitality of women’s domestic role. This 
group was the antithesis to the women’s 
suffrage movement. 
1915
Henrietta May Steinmesch, one of the founding members of La 
Confrerie Alongie, becomes one of the first women to graduate 
from Washington University’s School of Architecture. 
1921
Elizabeth Martini founds The Chicago Drafting Club, 
later named the Women’s Architectural Club.
1922
Alpha Alpha Gamma National Organization is formed in 
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1883
Emily Roebling acts as chief engineer for the last 14 years of the 
Brooklyn Bridge’s construction, taking over from her husband after he 
fell ill. She was the first person to cross the finished Brooklyn Bridge.
1933
Ellen Biddle Shipman, is named the “Dean of American Landscape 
Architecture by House and Garden for her formal gardens and 
her social focus, advocating for public space and victory gardens 
during World War I. She was responsible for transforming the role 
of women in the industry from “gardener” to “landscape architect.” 
1917
Julia Morgan, Fay Kellogg and Kathrine Budd spearhead the 
design of Hostess Houses, buildings on military bases for soldiers to 
entertain visiting family.
1922
The United Soviet Socialist 
Republic is formed
1924
The television is invented by 
John Logie Baird, granting people 
access to news and information in 
their own home. 
1920 
Advertisers during the 1920s first 
acknowledge sexual allure as 
an effective method for selling 
everything, and women embrace it 
as a display of freedom.
1926
Greta Garbo stars in “Flesh and 
the Devil,” launching her career.
1860s
The Second Industrial Revolution caused a 
surge in the number of jobs available, greatly 
increasing the workforce.
1892
Sophia Hayden Bennett, the first woman to graduate from MIT 
School of Architecture, wins the design competition for the 
Woman’s Building at the World’s Colombian Exposition.
1930
Mary Colter is credited with inspiring the Parkitecture style, 
structures built for the National Park Service in an effort to blend 
visitor facilities with their natural and historic surroundings.
design works
1926
Margarete Schutte-Lihotzky’s Frankfurt Kitchen was a milestone 
in domestic architecture, considered the forerunner of modern 
fitted kitchens, for it realised a kitchen built after a unified concept, 
designed to enable efficient work and to be built at a low cost.
1939 - 1945
World War II. About 350,000 women serve 
i  the U.S. Armed Forces, while on the 
homefront, the percentage of women in the 
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CONTEXTUALIZING WOMEN IN architecture
1934
The Dust Bowl in the Great Plains forces the largest 
migration of families in U.S. history in only a decade. 
1935
The Social Security Act is signed into law.
1936
The Works Project Administration 
extends many employment 
benefits to women.
1934
Catherine Bauer Wurster dramatically changes social 
housing and policy during the depression with her 
acclaimed book Modern Housing.
1938
Pearl Buck receives the 
Nobel Prize in Literature 
for her vivid portrayal of 
rural life in China.
1933
Ellen Biddle Shipman, is named the “Dean of American Landscape 
Architecture by House and Garden for her formal gardens and 
her social focus, advocating for public space and victory gardens 
during World War I. She was responsible for transforming the role 
of women in the industry from “gardener” to “landscape architect.” 
1952
Queen Elizabeth ascends to 
the throne of England at age 
26, becoming one of the most 
powerful people in the world.
2011
Occupy Wall Street Protests. 
The group opperated such 
that it included all minorities 
in all aspects of the 
organization and protests, 




Artist Tracey Emin creates 
“Everyone I Have Ever Slept With 
1963- 1995.”
1992
Whoopi Goldberg stars in 
“Sister Act.”
1991
Susan Faludi publishes Backlash: 
The Undeclared War Against 
American Women.
1990
World Wide Web is invented by 
Tim Bernes-Lee, revolutionizing 
people’s access to information.
1998
President Bill Clinton admits 
to having an affair with 22 
year old White House intern, 
Monica Lewinsky.
1997
Madeleine Albright is unanimously 
confirmed by the Senate as 
Secretary of State, the first woman 
to hold this position.
1994
Violence Against Women Act 
allocated attention and budget to 
prosecuting such crimes.
1993
Family and Medical Leave Act passed, 
allowing employees to take unpaid leave 
without losing their job or access to 
employer provided healthcare.
1990
American Disabilities Act (ADA), a wide-
ranging civil rights law that prohibits 
discrimination based on disability, is passed.
1992
L. Jane Hastings becomes the first woman 
Chancellor of the AIA’s College of Fellows.
1992
AIA Task Force on Equal Rights and Proactive Action aims to establish 
equal access and influence within the AIA and the larger profession.
1991
Denise Scott Brown’s partner, Robert Venturi, is awarded 
the Pritzker Prize for their joint work and accomplishments.  
1993
Susan Maxman becomes the first woman president of the 
AIA. Women have held membership to the AIA since 1888.
1992
Carol Moseley Braun becomes 
the first African-American female 
elected to the U.S. Senate.
1993
Janet Reno is appointed the first 
female U.S. attorney general.
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1980
Geraldine Ferraro is the 
Democratic candidate for Vice 
President of the United States.
1981
First AIDS death in the U.S. 
The disease went on to affect 
many people, especially ravishing 
the gay community.
1986
In Meritor Savings Bank v. Vinson, 
the Supreme Court finds that 
sexual harassment is a form of 
illegal job discrimination.
1989
Denmark becomes the first country to 
legalize “registered partnerships.” This 
meant that all legal and fiscal rights and 
obligations given to those of opposite-
sex marriages were granted to same sex 
partnerships.
1989
The Berlin Wall is torn down.
1983
Sally Ride becomes the first 
American woman in space.
1984
Jane Goodall wins the Wildlife 
Conservation Prize both for her 
work with apes and in teaching 
people how to better understand 
conservation.
1984
Madonna’s “Like a Virgin” 
is released.
1985
Alison Bechdel creates the 
Bechdel Test for evaluating 
women’s role and portrayal in 
cinema.
1986
The Oprah Winfrey Show airs.
1988
Toni Morrison wins the Pulitzer 
Prize for Beloved.
1985
International Archive of Women in Architecture 
is established at Virginia Tech University
1972
In Baker v. Nelson, a gay couple 
in Minnesota goes to court for the 
right to marry.
1972
Equal Rights Amendment passes 
nationally and goes to states for 
ratification.
1972
Title IX of the Education 
Amendments bans sex 
discrimination in schools. 
Enrollment of women in athletics 
programs and professional schools 
increases dramatically.
1977
Harvey Milk is the first openly gay 
man to be elected to public office 
in California, where he went on to 
pass many gay rights ordinances.
1978
The Pregnancy Discrimination Act 
bans employment discrimination 
against pregnant women.
1971




Singer and songwriter Janice Joplin dies.
1970
“The Mary Tyler Moore Show” 
airs. The show was revolutionary 
in its portrayal of Moore as a 
never-married, independent career 
woman.
1971
Pantyhose hits the market.
1977
“Annie Hall” premieres and Diane 
Keaton’s menswear-inspired style 
becomes a popular fashion trend 
for women.
1976
The television series “Charlie’s 
Angels,” starring three female 
leads, airs for five seasons.
1979
Judy Chicago creates “The 
Dinner Party”, an important 
manifestiation of feminist art.
1977 - 1980
Cindy Sherman creates the “Untitled Film 
Stills” series, portraying cliches about the 
role and representation of women in society.
1975
AIA Task Force on Women in Architecture carries out a study called 
“Affirmative Action Plan for the Integration of Women in the 
Architectural Profession.”
1960
Boynton v. Virginia legally 
legitamizes Rosa Parks’ struggle, 
abolishing racially segregated 
public transportation. 
1963
Equal Pay Act is passed by 
Congress, making it illegal for 
employers to pay a woman less 
than what a man would receive for 
the same job.
1963
Assassination of John F. Kennedy.
1965
Social Security Amendments 
establish Medicare and Medicaid.
1968
First pregnant teacher teaches 
while “showing.”
1968
Assassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.
1960
First birth control pill (Envoid) 
is approved by the FDA.
1963
Valentina Tereshkova becomes 
the first woman to travel in space, 
2 years after Yury Gagarin’s flight.
1963
Dorothy Crowfoot Hodgkins becomes 
the 3rd woman to win the Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry, for her determination of the 
structure of penicillin in 1945. The drug was 
discovered by Alexander Fleming in 1928.
1961
Eleanor Roosevelt becomes 
the chair of the President’s 
Commission on the Status of 
Women and is instrumental in the 
U.S.’s involvement with the U.N.
1961
Harper Lee wins Pulitzer Prize 
for To Kill a Mockingbird.
1961
Audrey Hepburn stars in 
“Breakfast at Tiffany’s.”
1963
Betty Friedan’s The Feminine 
Mystique is published
1967
The Summer of Love marks the period for 
the counterculture movement in the US.
1967
Aretha Franklin’s “Respect” is 
released and instantaneously 
becomes a hit.
1969
Gloria Steinem publishes After 
Black Power: Women’s Liberation.
1963
The Union Internationale des Femmes 
Architectes is founded in Paris.
1963
Stanislawa Sandecka Nowicki becomes the first female full 
professor of architecture, a position she held at the University 
of Pennsylvania for 25 years.
1954
Brown v. Board of Education in 
Topeka, Kansas desegregates 
public schools.
1955
Rosa Parks refuses to give up 
her seat on a bus in Montgomery, 
Alabama, protesting racially-
driven laws widespread in the 
country.
1956 - 1975
Vietnam War. Women began serving in 
all branches of the military other than the 
armed forces. 90% of those that served 
were nurses, many of whom were brought in 
through Operation Nightingale.
1953
Rosalind Franklin’s x-ray 
diffraction images were the basis 
upon which James Watson and 
Francis Crick discovered the 
molecular structure of DNA.
1955
Dorothy Horstmann and Isabel Morgan 
performed extensive research and 
experimentation that lead to the 
development of the polio vaccine. 
1957
Virginia Johnson and William Masters 
performed pioneering research on the 
nature of human sexual responses, paving 
the way for the sexual revolution and its 
study in academia.
1955
The Daughters of Bilitis (DOB), 
the first lesbian organization in 
the United States advocating 
for social and political rights, is 
founded.
1959
First Barbie made by Mattel  
*See 2011
1951
“I Love Lucy” runs on television 
and is the most watched show in 
the U.S. for four years. Lucille Ball 
is both star and producer.
1954
Norma Merrick Sklarek becomes the first African-American woman 
to become a licensed architect in the U.S. In 1985, she formed 
her own practice, Siegel-Sklarek-Diamond, designing projects 
internationally.
1993
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell law prohibits 
openly gay and bisexual people 
from serving in the military.
1995
IBM Corporation, in an effort to 
grow more rapidly, diversified its 
employees. The number of women 
executives increased 175%.
2001
9/11 terrorist attack on the United 
States causes thousands of deaths 
and destruction.
2001
War in Afghanistan. The army finally 
encourages the deployment of women in 
combat units in order to better interact with 
and win over Afghani women in the field.
2003
Iraq War
As women are further integrated into the 
military, instances of sexual assault have 
risen, though less than 10% are reported.
2005
Hurricane Katrina strikes the 
Gulf Coast, causing death and 
immense destrucion.
2007
Nancy Pelosi becomes the first 
female Speaker of the U.S. House 
of Representatives.
2008
Hillary Clinton runs in the Democratic 
Presidential Primary. She was previously 
a Senator for New York and the Secretary 
of State from 2009-2013 under President 
Obama.
2008
Barack Obama wins the 
presidential election, 




President Obama signs the Lily Ledbetter 
Fair Pay Restoration Act, which allows 
victims of pay discrimination to file a 
complaint with the government against 
their employer within 180 days of their last 
paycheck.
2003
Shirin Ebadi wins the Nobel Peace 
Prize for her work advancing 
women’s and children’s rights in Iran.
2004
Facebook is launched, revolutionizing 
the development and representation 
of social relationships.
2001
Kathryn Anthony publishes Designing for Diversity: Gender, 
Race and Ethnicity in the Architectural Profession.
2004
Zaha Hadid becomes the first women to win the 
Pritzker Prize for her work and achievements.
2009
First AIA Women’s Leadership Summit.
2009
British architect Ruth Reed becomes the first female 
president of the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA).
2010
US Navy lifts its ban on women 
in submarines.
2010
Don’t Ask Don’t Tell Repeal 
Act allows gays, lesbians and 
bisexuals to openly serve in 
the military without fear of 
harrasment or discrimination.
2013
Sheryl Sandberg publishes Lean 
In: Women, Work and the Will 
to Lead, re-igniting the world 
in conversation about gender 
equality in the workplace.
2011
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf wins 
the Noble Peace Prize for her 
advancement of wome’s rights 
and safety as President of Liberia.
2011
Jeanne Gang of Studio Gang is awarded the 
MacArthur Fellowship.
2011
Architect Barbie debuts at the AIA 
Convention in New Orleans.
1939 - 1945
World War II. About 350,000 women serve 
i  the U.S. Armed Forces, while on the 
homefront, the percentage of women in the 
workforce increases from 27% to almost 37%.
1948
President Truman’s Women’s 
Armed Services Integration Act of 
1948, allows women to serve in all 
arms of the military.
1943
Chien-Shiung Wu, a scientist 
recruited to Columbia University 
for the Mahattan Project, 
disproves the law of parity in 
physics.
1946
Percy Spencer invents the 
microwave oven, allowing meals 
to be prepared more quickly and 
therefore less time spent in the 
kitchen.
1949
Hannah Arendt, a German-
American political scientist, 
provided critical research to and 
lectured extensively on the roots 
of Communism and Nazism.
1942
Rosie the Riveter appears in 
war propaganda, representing 
the entrance of women in the 
workforce.
1947
Jackie Robinson plays for the 
Brooklyn Dodgers, breaking the 
“color line” in MLB.
1949
Simone de Beauvoir publishes The 
Second Sex, which deals with the 
historical treatment of women and 
ignites second-wave feminism.
1946
Ray Eames produces a series of textiles for use 
in Eames design work.
1948
Alpha Alpha Gamma of St. Louis becomes the 
Association of Women in Architecture.
2014
In Ferguson, Missouri an 18-year old African 
American man is shot, sparking protests and 
unrests regarding police brutality and racial 
tensions acros the country.
2001
Lindy Roy’s “Subwave” wins the MoMA PS 1 
Young Architects Program.
2002
The Beverly Willis Architecture Foundation is established, with the goal 
to change the culture of the building industry so that women’s work is 
acknowledged, respected and valued.
1972
After serving in Congress for seven 
terms, Shirley Chisholm becomes 
the first African- American 
Democratic presidential nominee. 
1961
Jane Jacobs writes the Death 
and Life of Great American Cities, 
majorly affecting theories of urban 
design to this day. 
1990
40,000 women were deployed during 
the Persian Gulf War, the largest female 
deployment in American history.
1966
Feminist group National 
Organization for Women 
is formed.
1958
Beverly Willis opens Beverly Willis Architects 
in San Fransisco.
2009
Adele Naude Santos, Dean of the School of Architecture and Planning 
at MIT, receives the AIA’s Topaz Medallion, only the second woman to 
receive this award following Denise Scott Brown in 1996.
1977
Patricia Roberts Harris becomes 
Secretary of HUD, the first 
African American member of the 
President’s Cabinet.1973
Roe v. Wade legalizes abortion in 
the U.S., Sweden and South Africa 
follow in 1975. 1981
Sandra Day O’Connor is the first 
woman to be named to the Supreme 
Court of the United States.
1964
Civil Rights Act goes into effect, 
outlawing discrimination based on 
race, color, sex, religion or nationality.
2013
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
announced that the ban on 
women serving in combat roles 
would be lifted, though exceptions 
can still be made.
1991-1996
Glass Ceiling Commission is 
formed by the U.S. Department of 
Labor, finally beginning to address 
the issues that women and 
minorities face in the workforce. 
2015
Elizabeth Chu Richter, elected in 2014, 
will become the President of the AIA. 
1962
Marilyn Monroe sings “Happy 
Birthday, Mr. President” at Madison 
Square Garden to President John 
F. Kennedy. First Lady Jacqueline 
Kennedy did not attend the 
celebration. 
1973
Billie Jean King wins the Battle 
of the Sexes tennis match 
against Bobby Riggs, garnering 
recognition and respect for 
women in sports.
1974
Phyllis Birkby, Katrin Adam, Ellen Perry Berkeley, Bobbie Sue Hood, Marie 
I. Kennedy, Joan Forrester Sprague and Leslie Kanes Weisman found the 
Women’s School of Planning and Architecture, an experimental educational 
institution for women in environmental design. 
2004
Linda Buck receives the Nobel Prize in 
Medicine for her discovery of oderant 
receptors. 2011
Christine Lagarde becomes 
the managing director of the 
International Monetary Fund.
2014
Malala Yousafzay, at seventeen 
years old, becomes the youngest-
ever Nobel Prize recipient for 
her advocacy for women and 
education in Pakistan.
2014
Actress Laverne Cox is nominated 
for an Emmy for her role as a 
transgender woman on “Orange 
is the New Black.” Cox has made 
huge strides in her position as a 
transgender activist.
2010
Kazuyo Sejima wins the Pritzker Prize with partner Ryue 
Nishizawa for the work and achievements of their firm, SANAA.
2012
Deborah Berke recieves the inaugural Berkeley-Rupp Prize 
from the University of California, Berkeley.
1971
National Organization of Minority Architects is founded 
at the AIA Convention in Detroit.
1974
The first Women in Architecture Symposium at 
Washington University in St. Louis.
1981
Maya Lin, a college student at Yale, controversially wins the 
competition for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
2014
In Burwell v. Hobby Lobby, the store’s 
executives claim their right to refuse health 
coverage for contraceptive methods to 
their employees, based on their company’s 
religious beliefs. They win the case in the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 
2014
Missouri lawmakers enact a 72-hour abortion 
waiting period, with no rape exception. 
2014
As of 2014, same-sex marriage is legal in 32 
states, 10 years after Massachusetts became 
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1985
Anonymous activist group Guerrilla 
Girls questions the lack of female artists’ 
work in museums. Pointing to New York’s 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, they ask “Do 
women have to be naked to get into the Met. 
Museum?”
1995
Jeanne-Claude and her partner 
Christo wrap the Reichstag 
Building, Berlin. The project took 
24 years from conceptualization 
to completion.
1950 - 1953
Korean War. Though the Act had been 
passed, the army still prevented women 
from working in the armed forces.
2013
Harvard GSD’s Women in Design creates a petition 
demanding the Pritzker Prize Committee recognize Denise 
Scott Brown’s role in the work that garnered Robert Venturi 
the 1991 Prize. 
2013
The Missing 32%. A forum, website and set of 
symposia created by the AIA San Francisco to 
address women’s role in architecture.
1964
Natalie de Blois becomes an associate partner at SOM, a position 
she held until leaving the firm in 1974 after understanding that she 
would never advance to a full partner. 
1963
Ada Louise Huxtable becomes the first female architecture critic for 
The New York Times, a position she held until 1982. She is lauded for 
redefining the role of the architecture critic.
1969
Alison Smithson, along with her husband Peter, were major 
proponents of the New Brutalist movement. 
1968
Mary Otis Stevens, an MIT Architecture grad, forms 




West Coast Women’s Design Conference at the University of Oregon 
The AIA’s Survey addressing the professional environment, lifestyle and 
discrimination made its first appearance at the conference. 
1974
Women in Design: The Next Decade Conference is held at the Women’s 
Building in L.A.
1972
San Francisco Organization of Women Architects is founded, 
spurring discussions about women’s status in architecture across 
the country.
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